
Table 3
There Are Three Types of Law Schools in California

SCHOOL TYPE REGULATOR KEY SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS EXAMPLE SCHOOLS

Unaccredited 
schools

The State Bar of California
All students must take the first‑year 
law students examination.

Abraham Lincoln University 
School of Law, Taft Law School, 

Western Sierra Law School

CALS The State Bar of California
Must maintain a minimum five‑year 
cumulative Bar Passage Rate of 40% 
or more.

Purdue Global Law School, 
San Joaquin College of Law, and 

St. Francis School of Law

ABA-approved 
schools

The ABA Section of Legal 
Education and Admissions 

to Bar (SLEAB) Council*

75% of a school’s graduates who 
sat for a bar examination must have 
passed within two years of graduation.

University of California 
Davis School of Law, 

Stanford Law School, and 
University of the Pacific 

McGeorge School of Law

Source:  Standards and Rules of Procedure for Approval of Law Schools and Rules of the State Bar of California.

*	 The Section’s Council is the national accrediting body for American legal education.
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